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A FOIA Officer is a person appointed by a public body. The FOIA officer’s responsibility is to 
receive FOIA requests from the public and to send responses in compliance with FOIA. 
  
The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requires that all public bodies designate one or more 
officials or employees to act as a Freedom of Information Act Officer (FOIA Officer). 
  
These FOIA Officers (or their designees) shall receive requests for records, ensure that the public 
body responds to the requests in a timely fashion, and issue responses under FOIA. 
  
(5 ILCS 140/3.5(a)) 

 
Attorney General Lisa Madigan appointed Cara Smith to the position  

of Public Access Counselor. 
 

Cara Smith 
Public Access Counselor 

Office of the Attorney General 
500 S. 2nd Street 

Springfield, Illinois 62706 
Phone: 312-814-5526 or 

1-877-299-FOIA (1-877-299-3642) 
Fax: 217-782-1396                    E-mail: publicaccess@atg.state.il.us 

The Office of the Attorney General 
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